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2) limiting points of the fundamental tone intensity; 

3) the place of syntagms with the maximum dynamics does not have a definite 

character. 

Conclusion. As a result of the analysis the data collected the following 

characteristics have been revealed: 

1) the main tone frequency of scientific and official-business styles manifest 

minimal differences; 

2) the intonation of the interrogative sentence is not always ascending; in the 

case where there is a question word, the intonation emphasis is observed on it; 

3) the tone range of scientific and official-business styles is smaller than the 

range of journalistic style pieces, the largest among all considered is artistic one; 

4) the change in the frequency of the fundamental tone in the final part of the 

phrase is defined as a tonal characteristic after the stressed syllable – accent namely. 
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GENDER FEATURES OF INTONATION CONTOURS 

 

 Introduction. In modern linguistics, the anthropocentric approach to the study 

of linguistic phenomena directs researchers to establishing the models of language 

functions taking into account the human worldview in particular. In this approach, 

speech is a product of a person's view of the world through the prism of the 

evaluation category. The features identification of verbalizing roles, norms, and 
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values that society assigns to men and women takes the predominant place in 

sociolinguistic research on the modernization of the evaluation category. The 

relevance of the study determines the emphasis of modern linguistics on the study of 

speech phenomena in terms of the interaction of language and society, where speech 

is a product of an individual‘s gender behavior. Experimental phonetic study of 

intonation contours in the gender aspect contributes to the understanding of the 

differences between the intonation of men‘s and women‘s speech contours. 

The objective of the paper is to establish the differences between the intonation 

contours of women and men in modern dialogic speech. 

Results of the research. On the first stage of the audit analysis, a sample of 

three male speech records and three female speech records was created. We made the 

annotations of recordings, the determination of the announcers' speech rate, and the 

average duration of pauses between phrases. Studies at this stage have shown that the 

average speech rate in women‘s speech is 296 syllables per minute (4.9 syllables per 

second), in men‘s speech this figure is 268 syllables per minute (4.4 syllables per 

second). The average duration of pauses in the speech of male announcers is 0.43 

seconds, and in the recordings of female announcers – 0.42 seconds. The values of 

the speech rate and the duration of pauses in the men‘s and women‘s speech are 

close, so we can conclude that these indicators do not depend on the gender of the 

speaker in particular. 

 According to the results of auditory and acoustic analysis, the most 

characteristic features of the speakers‘ intonation contours depending on their gender 

group have been established. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. Intonation contours in the narrative sentence of women's speech 

 

In the narrative sentence, the intonation contour of the announcer (Fig. 1) is 

characterized by a descending intonation. Intonation contours are quite dynamic, 

have a wide frequency values range of the fundamental tone. 

Male announcers in the reproduction of the narrative sentence (Fig. 2) have 

showed a tendency to ascending intonation. It should be noted that Announcer 3, 

whose intonation is descending, differs significantly in age from Announcer 1 and 

Announcer 2. The age of the Announcer 3 is 51 years, and the Announcer 1 and the 
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Announcer 2 are 22 years old. Thus, we can assume that the intonation of speech also 

depends on the age, which requires further detailed research. 

 

 
 

Fig. 2. Intonation contours in the narrative sentence of men's speech 

 

 
 

Fig. 3. Intonation contours in the exclamatory sentence of women's speech 

 

 
 

Fig. 4. Intonation contours in the exclamatory sentence of men's speech 
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The intonations of the exclamatory sentence in men‘s and women‘s speech (Fig. 

3 and Fig. 4) are similar. The intonation is mostly ascending, but the Announcer‘s 2 

is declining. The speech of the female speakers in the interrogative sentence (Fig. 5) 

is characterized by ascending intonation, the speech of male speakers (Fig. 6) is 

characterized by the descending one. In all the cases, the main feature of women's  

speech intonation is a wide range of fundamental tone frequencies. In women‘s 

speech, this figure ranges from 70 to 329 Hz, in men‘s speech – from 73 to 260 Hz. 

 

 
 

Fig. 5. Intonation contours in the interrogative sentence of women's speech 

 

 
 

Fig. 6. Intonation contours in the interrogative sentence of men's speech 

 

Conclusion. Our research has proved that the intonation contours of male and 

female speakers have both common and distinctive features. The pace of speech and 

the duration of pauses do not directly depend on the individual‘s gender. Women 

have significant differences in the frequency of the fundamental tone, whereas in 

men‘s speech, this figure is more stable and static.  

Women provide narrative and interrogative sentences with a descending 

intonation whereas men‘s speech is more inclined to ascending. In exclamatory 

sentences, speakers of both genders follow the ascending intonation. 
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