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THE IMPACT OF ROMAN LAW ON THE UKRAINIAN COMMON LAW 

 

Introduction. Roman law is of particular importance in the history of the 

development of legal systems worldwide. From a historical point of view, earlier 

Roman law was in force in a number of countries rather than in Italy only. Studying 

Romal law allows us to understand the origin and essence of the majority of legal 

bases and institutions of Ukraine.  

Review of recent publications. The issue of the impact of Roman private law 

on the Ukrainian legislation has been covered in publications of such scientists as 

Ye. О. Kharytonov, О. І. Kharytonova, P. P. Muzychenko, Ye. М. Orach, 

О. А. Pidopryhora, B.Yo. Tyshchyk, P.P. Zakharchenko and others. 

Objectives of the paper. The study is aiming at the determining the impact of 

Roman private law on the development of the Ukrainian common law. 

Results of research. It is a well-known fact that the reception of Roman law 

began in XI–XII centuries and spread almost over the whole contemporary Europe. In 

continental Europe, the basis for the reception (in the field of economics) was the 
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development of trade, crafts and urban growth. “Free cities” needed a system of legal 

regulation, based on the ideas of formal equality and independence of market 

participants. Such a system, most appropriate to the named ideas, was Roman law.  

In addition, to economic reasons, there were socio-cultural preconditions for 

Roman law to be borrowed by Europe. An important prerequisite for the reception of 

Roman law was also blessing of the Christian church. For centuries, the church had a 

negative attitude to Roman law, and the authority of Thomas Aquinas needed to 

overcome such a prejudice. The feudal state was also favored by the reception, as the 

Roman legal concept was firmly in line with the idea of a strong state power that 

stands above individuals and social groups. The influence of Roman law on 

Ukrainian legislation can be traced during the X–XIX centuries.  

The oldest monument of ancient law is “Ruska Pravda”, many of whose 

provisions are undoubtedly similar to the provisions of Roman private law in its 

Byzantine interpretation which indicates the adoption of certain laws of the Byzantine 

(Greek) legislation. The influence and development of Roman law in Ukraine can be 

seen in every new law, in particular the indirect and hidden reception of some of the 

provisions and ideas of Roman law is also observed during the second codification of 

Ukraine’s Soviet Civil Code in 1961–1963. Also in the early 90s the negative attitude 

of Ukrainian specialists in civil law towards Roman law began to turn to a positive, 

more analytical one. The 1989 Prague  colloquium  gave impetus to the study of 

international private and public law in the former USSR. There was a need to 

methodologically develop a new idea regarding appealing to universal values, which 

indicated the beginning of the reception of the previous civilizations’ achievements 

and Roman Law in particular. The proclamation of Ukraine’s independence lead to 

establishing a new legal system in Ukraine. Together with independence going to 

new laws and proposals are being made to modernize and improve the lives of 

peoples in Ukraine. The creation of a Civil Code is based on Roman Law, since the 

creators of the Civil Code were immensely interested in the Roman–German legal 

system, which became the pretext to use Roman law as the basis of the Ukrainian 

legal system, but as a modern independent Ukrainian legal system and laws. 

Conclusion. Thus, the study showed that Roman law has had a great impact on 

the development of the Ukrainian law being the foundation for the creation of the 

Ukrainian legal system. 
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FAMILY INSTITUTION IN MIGRATION PROCESSES OF UKRAINIAN 

CITIZENS TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 

 

Introduction. Family institution is the main carrier of cultural samples, as well 

as the necessary condition for socialization of an individual. Rules, customs and 

traditions of a family life differ by their originality and are specific for every society. 

The research of adjustment and realization of a Ukrainian family as a unit of Family 

Institution in the Federal Republic of Germany with its own customs and totally 

different social principles is an obligatory element in participation of family in 

migration processes. 

Theoretical research of the phenomenon of migration is an integral part of 

modern political science since this process covers all states in the world. The analyses 

of theoretical and factual figures of family migration and the adjustment of 

individuals, who form the family, to German culture will let us look at the process of 

migration through Family Institution prism. 

Review of recent publications. Many local and foreign scientists made 

researches on family migration and its features of adaptation to new environment. 

Herasymenko H. [1], Pozniak O. [2], Markova M. [3], Vetryla T. [3], Baykara-

Kumme H. [4], Pflegerl J. [5] and others. 

https://uk.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramesche_Right
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1540-06
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1540-06
https://study.com/academy/lesson/st-thomas-aquinas-treatise-on-law.html
https://study.com/academy/lesson/st-thomas-aquinas-treatise-on-law.html

